Planning & Development Department
Building Division
HOW TO COMPUTE BUILDING PERMIT FEES
Updated 03/01/21
Determine the Construction Valuation
1. Permit and plan review fees are based on the valuation of the construction project. To
establish a valuation for permitting, the City uses the Building Valuation Data (BVD)
published by the International Building Code (IBC). The valuation is established by a
square foot construction cost. The value per square foot is established using the IBC
occupancy group and the type of construction.
The BVD is updated and printed at six-month intervals. The current BVD Table is
attached. These are “average” costs based on typical construction methods for each
occupancy group and type of construction. The average costs include structural,
electrical, plumbing, mechanical, interior finish, normal site preparation, architectural and
design fees, overhead and profit. The data is a national average and does not take into
account any regional cost differences.

EXAMPLE:
Type of Construction: VB
Area: 1st story = 1,000 sq. ft.
Height: 2 stories
2nd story =1,000 sq. ft.
Use Group: R-3 (Residential 1&2 Family)
1. Gross Area: Residential = 2 stories x 1,000 sq. ft. = 2,000 sq. ft
2. Square Foot Construction Cost: R-3/VB = $130.58 sq. ft.
3. Construction Valuation: 2,000 sq. ft. x $130.58 sq. ft. = $261,160

2. Upon determining the building valuation for permit purposes, refer to the section 6-3 of City
Code "Schedule of Permit Fees" to compute the permit fee for the new building. (see
attachment)
Plan Review Fees:
Single Family Residence Plans: A $25.00 plan-checking fee is due upon submission of plan.
This cost is deducted from the permit fee at time of permit issuance.
Building Plan Review Fees: When the valuation exceeds $1000.00 and a plan is required to be
submitted, a plan checking fee shall be paid at the time plans are submitted for review for
minimum codes compliance. The fee is equal to one-half of the building permit fee as computed
by reference to the "BUILDING VALUATION DATA" (BVD) chart and to City Code Section 6-3
Schedule of Permit Fees. The plan-checking fee is in addition to the building permit fee.
Permitting hours are Monday thru Friday 8:00 am to 10:00 am. Building plans may be submitted
for plan review at any time. If there are any questions call (843) 280-5560 or FAX (843) 280-5581.

BUILDING VALUATION DATA
The cost of the land does not affect the cost of related code enforcement activities and is not included in the Square
Foot Construction Cost.

City Code Section 6-3 Building Permit Fees. For new construction projects, or other projects when approved by the building
official, a building permit will be issued and charged a fee as determined by the following schedule of fees. When such a permit is
issued, no fees shall be charged for gas, plumbing, electrical or mechanical construction associated with the project, nor shall
separate permits be issued. This does not include other fees required by other departments or agencies.

Total Valuation

Fee

0-$500.00

$15.00

$500.01 to $1,000.00

$30.00

$1000.01 to
$50,000.00

$30.00 for the first $1,000.00 plus $5.00 for each additional thousand or
fraction thereof, to and including $50,000.00.

$50,000.01 to
$100,000.00

$275.00 for the first $50,000.00 plus $4.00 for each additional thousand or
fraction thereof, to and including $100,000.00.

$100,000.00 to
$500,000.00

$475.00 for the first $100,000.00 plus $3.00 for each additional thousand or
fraction thereof, to and including $500,000.00.

$500,000.00 and up

$1675.00 for the first $500,000.00 plus $2.00 for each additional thousand
or fraction thereof.

For a complete listing of all other permit fees, please visit our website http://www.nmb.us under Code of Ordinances.

